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WILLIAM GREGORY WILLIAMS, 


ESQUIRE, 


HIGH. SHERIFF 
OF. THE 


COUNTY. OF NOTTINGHAM: 


Dear Sit, 


In conſequence of Jour ſuggeſiion, ts ; 
the following Diſcourſe was delivered, thut ibe | 
publication of it, in the particular fi fi tuation oY or 
neighbourhood, might be beneficial, 7 have ven- 
tured to commit it to the preſs. As it Was nat” 
compiled with a view to publication, the want of 
entire originality will not, I preſume, bring upon 
me the charge of blamable plagiariſm ; and it will-- _ 
not, I am aſſured, leſſen the good ect, which 
ou as for, to Sepia HS that ſome of the © 

arguments. 


* 


(+) 
arguments made a of in 1 1b middl part of the 
Diſcourſe are ſelected, with more or leſs alteration 


in the mode of expreſſion, from Dr. e 5 Per- 
 ſuafive to > COIOERLTy T 


2 am, dear , 


e and fncerty, 


4; ours, 


„ E. PEARSON. 
Auguſt I, 1800. 885 


WG Perhaps it would be of uſe, at the preſent criſis, if 
that excellent tract were re · publiſned in a ſeparate form. 
It is in the third volume of his poſthumous works, _ 
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1 Cor. I. 10. 


uf beſeech ou, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and that there be no Mibbrs among you. 


I. is . f a peruſal of the Chapter, 


of which theſe words are part, that the 
divifions, againſt which St. Paul here cautions 
his Corinthian converts, are religious diviſions, 
or what is commonly termed ſchiſm. This is 
an offence, of which thoſe, who commit it, 


are not perhaps ſufficiently aware of the enor- 


8 900 f Becauſe ſchiſm, or a needleſs departure. 
ie A from 


affections, which is preſcribed i in the Goſpel, 


6 kx SIN OF SCHISM. 
from the eſtabliſhed form of religion, is no: 
criminal in a legal ſenſe, a diverſity of forms 
being permitted by the ſtate, many perſons are 
hence too apt to conclude, that neither is it 
any crime in a religious ſenſe. To thoſe, how. 
ever, who will duly attend to the ſubject, it 
may eaſily be ſhewn to be a great one. It is a 
breach of that union, which Chriſt has enjoined; 
an oppoſition to that method of promoting 
religious knowledge, and exerciſing religious 


and therefore a crime againſt God. There 
may be juft reaſons of ſeparation, and it is our 
duty to entertain charitable ſentiments towards 
| thoſe, who do ſeparate themſelves from us, 
whether they have a juſt reaſon of ſeparation 

or not; but it is by no means a matter of in- 
difference, whether a perſon continues in the 
eſtabliſhed religion of his country, or lightly 
goes off to join in any other religious com- 
munity, whoſe. opinions or modes of worſhip, 
from novelty, or any other circumſtance of a 
ſimilar nature, may happen to pleaſe his fancy. 

No one can depart from the eſtabliſhed religion 

of the ſtate withonto be guilty of the ſin, 
5 | againſt 
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gainſt which we are cautioned in the text, 
unleſs he is previouſly convinced in his con- 
ſcience, that ſuch terms of communion are 
required of him, as are plainly unlawful; ſuch 
as are contrary to the will of God, either as 
collected from reaſon, or as made known to us 
5 by revelation. N 0041 
: That concord and union among | Chriſtians is 
a duty. preſcribed by the Goſpel, no one can 
„ doubt, who is at all converſant with the apo- 
ſtolic writings. The precepts of the Goſpel 
plainly requite an union of love and charity 
among its diſeiples, a tenderneſs of affection, 

a readineſs to perform all offices of humanity. 
and benevolence towards each other. They 
require alſo, as the diſtinguiſhing. union of 
Chriſtians, that we have one faith, one bap- 
tiſm, one God and Father of all, and one 
Mediator Chriſt Jeſus; that we worſhip the 
ſame God, truſt in the ſame Redeemer, profeſs 
the ſame belief, and acknowledge the ſame 
Sactaments. There is alſo a ſtil! further union 
tequired of us, namely, a cominunication with: 
each other in the outward offices and ordinances 
ian religion. To thoſe, who are 


. "mot 
** | 
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aware how much the laſt-mentioned union is a 
Goſpel duty, I would recommend a careful 


firſt Epiftle 'to the Corinthians, in which they 


independently of the expreſs directions of 


not ſolkdiently convinced of this; who are not 


peruſal of the firſt four Chapters of St. Paul's 
will find it very ſtrongly inſiſted on. But, 


Scripture” to this purpoſe, our obligation to 
this union would appear, conſidered only as 


the moſt effectual means of cultivating that 
love and charity, which the Goſpel in general 
requires of Chriſtians; and, I may add, which 


the peace and happineſs of the civil ſociety, to 
which we belong, require of them; for the 
promotion of theſe is alſo an wqueſtionable 
duty of our holy religion. I remember, 


| indeed; à paſſage” of a pious and ingenious 


writer “, in which he compares the variety of 
religious ſects among Proteſtants to the variety 
of colours in a bed of! i pinks or tulips, where 


the beauty of each is heightened and improved 
by the contraſt ; and he thinks, that, in like 
manner, Chriſtians alſo, agreeing in all eſſential 


* Towel Wd: RelleStious on a F lower-Gardeb. 8 


= points, 
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KA 


points, but differing in matters of inferior im- 7 
not ¶ portance, might, by mutual forbearance, and 


's a the exerciſe of charity, improve in the dis, 
ful poſitions, which it is the great object of Chriſ- 
s tiaviry to cultivate. | This, however, ſeems 3 
ey thing more to be wiſhed for than expected. 
it, Unhappily, the fact is far different. Ho 
of fatal a tendency. divifions in religion have to 


alienate men's hearts from each other; bow 
naturally they produce ſtrife and variance; 
how much they put it in the power of defign- 
ing men to divide us into worldly factions and 
h parties; how deſtructive they are of public 


) peace and of private charity, needs no other 
; proof than our own experience: conſequently, 
the being united in religious community, 18, 


| in the ſame proportion, an effectual means to 
prevent and cute theſe evils, and, to promote 
that Jove and charicy, that peace and happineſs, | 
which they deſtroy... LIK then, it be our duty 
by all lawtul. means x0 promote, theſe good 
ends, it is alſo our duty, ſo far as we lawfully 
may, to be united in religious communion, 28 . 
part of the means moſt conducive to them. 

This argument, therefore, will infer our ob- 
N43: ligation 
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to THE SIN OF SCHISM. 
ligation to. be joined in religious communion 
if it be poſſible, and as far as lies in us; and, 
doubtleſs, the divine wiſdom had theſe happy 
effects in view in commanding it. The duty, 
however, is incumbent on us, not only as the 
means of produeing theſe good effects, but alſo 
in conſequence of the command itſelf ; for it 
is our duty to obey the commands of God, 
whether we are able to diſcover the particular 

ö reaſon of them or not. 
In what acts this religious communion con- 
: fiſts, we may colle& from Scripture. Con- 
cerning the firſt converts to the Chriſtian 
church we read, that they continued Redfaftly 
in the Apoſtle's doArine and fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” They con- 
2 tinued firm and undivided in the belief and 
1 profeſſion of that doctrine, which the Apoſtles 
1 taught, united in one fellowſhip, ſociety, or 
church, over which they preſided; and teſtified 
' this union by communicating with them and 
each other in prayer, and in receiving together 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, that great 
ſymbol of Chriſtian fellowſhip, by which, as 
thy NO. tells 1 hs being many, are one 
read 
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that one bread, What was the duty of thoſe 
firſt Chriſtians, remains a duty to all Chriſtians 
unto the end of the world. All Chriſtians are 
as much obliged as bey were to be united in 


the ſame fellowſhip or ſociety, under perſons $4 


ſucceeding-to the Apoſtles in the miniſtry and 
overfight of the Church, and to communicate 


in worſhip and other public ordinances of re- 
ligion. For, all after-converfions. made but an 


addition to that firſt ſociety of Chriſtians, which 
ſociety continued ſtill one Catholic Apoſtolic 


church, one body, though enlarged and extended 
over the whole earth; and though the ends of 
worſhip and government made it neceſſary, 
that this Catholic ſociety, ſo enlarged and ex- 
tended, ſhould be ſubdivided into 1 8 34 


FRIES, or particular churches. 


It being,. then, the duty of all Chriſtians 


to be united in church-fellowſhip, the nature 


of the thing points out to us, as the moſt prac. 
ticable method of obſerving this duty, that ſo 
many Chriſtians as, by the -neighbourhood of 
their habitation, can conveniently meet together: 
in u kde fame affembly, ſhould be joined in one 
. congre- 


read' and. one body, for we are all paridkers i 
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congregation or church, and communicate with 


each other in the ſeveral. ordinances of religion; 


and yet, by holding an unity of docttine, and 


obſerving a ſameneſs of worſhip with all the 
churches within the ſame region or civil do- 
minion, remain a part of chat greater ſociety, 
which forms the national church. . 
We may eaſily ſee, therefore, what 1 is. im- 
plied by. that: religious and ſocial union, that 


communion of ſaints, which the precepts of the 


Goſpel enjoin, and the conſtitution, of every 
_ Chriſtian church, as 2 ſociety, requires of its 
members. It is implied, firſt, that all com- 
binations of churches are bound, as members 
of the ſame body, to obſerve ſome. common 
laws of Chriſtian confederacy; to profeſs the 
ſame rule of faith, acknowledge each other's 
adminiſtrations, be diſpoſed mutualiy to com- 


municate in. worfhip, and, in order to that, 
agree in the ſame general terms of communion, 
and ſubmit to ſuch rules of peace and order, 


as are eſtabliſhed by the joint conſent and 
authority of the whole body. Secondly, this 
communion of ſaints implies, | that all the mem- 


bers of each particular chureh or congregation 
ſhould 
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ſhould communicate with each other in worſhip, 
and other ordinances of religion, under the 
rules agreed on by the general aſſociation, or 
national church, in which they are incorporated; 
and, according to their ſeveral ſtations, pay 
all due ſubmiſſion to the authority of thoſe, 
who -prefide over it; for, without this, it 
W that any ſocial union en be "2M 


FOE. 43 Oi | 

= Now, if fuch x an union as wid. W a duty N 

ä ee on plain precepts of the Goſpel, a N 
breach of it, where it can be preſerved, muſt be | 

a great fin; which fin has obtained the name j 

of ſchiſm, or diviſion. If two or more particular þ 


churches ſet up different rules of faith, refuſe 
to communicate with each other in worſhip, in 
breaking of bread and in prayer, and renounce 
each other's adminiſtrations, there is doubtleſs 
a ſchiſm, a breach of Chriſtian union, between 
them. Jn like manner, if any members of a 
particular church renounce its worſhip and 
affemblies, refuſe to communicate with it in 
the ordinances of religion, withdraw all obedi- 
ence from the guides and paſtors of it, and ſet 
vp diſtin aſſemblies in oppoſition to it, there 
| is 
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is evidently a ſchiſm between the members. of 
that church; a breach of that ſpiritual union 
and bond of peace, which the Chriſtian” religion 
preſcribes. In theſe caſes, the only queſtion is, 
who are the ſchiſmatics;. or on- whom the n 
of ſuch ſeparation lies. 
Let us now apply theſe „ to the 
general caſe of thoſe, who ſepatate themſelves 
from the eſtabliſhed church of England. 
There i 1s evidently between us a breach, of that 
communion- of ſaints, of that union and 
| ſpiritual ſociety, which the Goſpel requires 
among Chriſtians. The: congregations, to 
which 2bey: are joined, and: the national and 
pariſh church, from which they ſeparate, hold 
no communion, but ſtand in oppoſition to each 
other. The teachers, whom they. have choſen, 
and to whoſe guidance they have cammitted 
themſelves, own no relation to our ſociety, but 
renounce all ſubjection to its rules and autho- 
ity. In the language of the primitive churcb, 
here is altar ſet up againſt altar, worſhip againſt 
worſhip, paſtor againſt paſtor. If ever; there 
was a ſchiſm in any age or part of the Chriſtian 
church, bere is. one between us: and, if the 


- _ | 
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Apoſtle: ſo ſeverely. reproved the contentions, 


* which aroſe in the church of hs, wh ile one 

* ſaid, I am of Paul, another, I am of Apollos, 

is another, T am of Cephas, and declares them to 

1 . be carnal, though the perſons, by whoſe names 

: they wiſhed to be diſtinguiſhed, were in com- 

munion with each other, and joint miniſters of 

2 the ſame church; how much more carnal would 

1 he have reckoned the contentions: of thoſe, who j 

5 are enliſted under teachers holding no com- 3 

| munion with each: other, but profeſſing them- | { 

ſelves members of oppoſite ſocieties! If he jp 

blames divifions among them, though they i 
were:ſuch,'as did not riſe to an actual /eparation, { 
but that they ſtill came roperber in the church; g 
tow much more blamable would he have ; 
thought the diviſions · of thoſe; who forſake the i 
aſſembling of themſelves together, and renounce 
each other's-congregations.! Here is doubtleſs 

a ſinful [ſeparation between us,; and, as it is 


2 matter of fact, that the ſeparation has been 
made by a departure from the national church, 
it lies upon thoſe, who have departed, to they, 
that the reaſons of their 1 here are ſuch as 
An Joſtify : r HH. 954 5477 
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If our church requires from them, as a con- 
dition of communion, any thing unlawful; if, 
as be objected to the chuch of Rome, when 


we ſeparated from it, they cannot join in our 
worſhip and offices without doing ſomething, 


which the laws of Chriſt have forbidden, then 
are ze the ſchiſmatics, and they are juſtiſied in 


departing from us, But, on the contraty, if 


our church requires nothing from them, as a 
condition of communion, which is unlawful; 
if they may join in our worſhip and offices, and 


obſerve all rules preſcribed: to them in their 


ſtation, without doing any thing, which the 
laws of Chriſt have forbidden, then are we 


guiltleſs, and the ſin of the ſeparation muſt 


lie upon them. This is the plain and fimple 


rule, by which we miuſt guide ourſelves in 


this important matter. It is not ſufficient to 


tay, we think it more expedient, or more 
ediſying, to worſhip» God in this or that par- 


ticular way, rather than in the way preſcribed 


by the church. For, if this were admitted as 


2 juſt reaſon of ſepatation, it would tend to 
the deſtruction of all ſocial worſhip whatever. 


When God and man command different things, 


7 1 Mere 
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there is no queſtion, but that God is to Be obeyed 
rather thau man; but, when our lawful and 
proper ſuperiors enjoin nothing, which any | 
law of God has forbidden, then it is evident, 
that we may obey man, without diſobeying 
God; and, ſince God has in general commanded 
us to obey and ſubmit ourſelves to thoſe, who 
; rule over us, and watch for our ſouls, he, who 
pays this ſubmiſſion to them, within the pro- 
per limits of their authority, performs a Chriſ- 
tian duty, and, in . | och obeys 
God. SIT 
It will Ae be expected, that, in this 
Diſcourſe, I ſhould enter into the ed 
objections, which have been urged againſt our 
church. The reaſons for diſſent have indeed 
been ſo iger, N. Ager times, that it 
would not be eaſy to know when all objections 
were conſidered. Many of the original rea- 
ſons of diſſent have long ſince been given up, 
and new ones ſubſtituted in their ſtead; a 
eircumſtance, which alone would lead us to 
ſuſpect, that no good reaſon for diſſent ſubſiſts 
at all. Sometimes, the form of our church 
government is objected, though that form, 
12.419 „ compre- 


comprehending the appointment of biſhops, 
prieſts, and deacons, is clearly of | Apoſtolic 
inſtitution, -and actually ſubſiſted in all Chriſ- 
tian churches throughout the world for almoſt 
fifteen hundred years; ſometimes, the practice 
of infant baptiſm,” though that practice comes 
recommended to us by the moſt probable in- 
ter pretation of many paſſages of Scripture, by 
the circumciſion of infants among the Jews, 
and by the uſage of the - ancient. Chriſtian 
church; ſometimes, our praying by a pre- 
| /crived. form, though the uſe of forms of prayer 
is fo rational in itſelf, and fo fully juſtified by 
the example of our Saviour; ſometimes, the 
ceremony of kneeling at receiving the Lord's 
ſupper, though that ceremony, expreſfive of 
humility and reverence, is ſo appropriate to 
the ſentiments profeſſed at that ordinance, 
and, when explained as it is among us, in fo 
little danger of being miſ-interpreted ; ſome- 
times, the wearing of a ſurplice, though the 
wearing of that, or« of: any / preſcribed habit, 
will be thought by thoſe, who duly confider 
the effect of aſſociation on the mind, as con- 
ſpiring, with other external obſetvances of 
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THE SIN OF seHIM. 109 
order and decency, to promote religious af- 
fe&tions, and mult at leaſt be allowed to be a 
harmleſs regulation. There is, befides, the 
leſs occafion- to enter into a diſcuſſion of the 


| particular reaſons for diſſent, becauſe I have, 


if I miſtake not, furniſhed you with a reply 
to them all, It cannot be pretended, that 
our church requires, as a condition of com- 
munion, any thing #«nlawful; and certain it is, 
that whoever departs from it, without being 
able to aſſign this as the reaſon of his depar- 
ture, muſt incur, in a greater or leſs degree, 
the guilt. of the fin, againſt which we are 
cautioned” in the text. I do not deny, indeed, 

that our church may require from thoſe, who 
offer themſelves as its miniſters, conditions of 
admiſſion to that office, to which they cannot, 
perhaps, conſcientiouſly ſubmit ; and it is but 
too true, that ſuch perſons, from the defire 
of being employed as miniſters, are often in- 
duſtrious in endeavouring to form ſeparate con- 
gregations. This, however, is no juſtification 
of thoſe, who may be prevailed on to ſeparate 
themſelves from the eſtabliſhed church; and 
it concerns them to take care, that, in their 
3 2 ſeparation, 
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ſeparation, they fall not under the unn 


of thoſe, whom the Apoſtle cenſures, as 10. 
being able to endure ſound doctrine; who, after Ml + 
their orun lat, heap to "themſelves teachers, 0 
having itching ears; turning away their ears h 
from the truth, and being turned unto fables. { 


To him, who employs himſelf in promoting 
a ſeparation from the church, it might be 
right to ſay, with your opinions, Sir, you 
may be- juſtified in avoiding, the miniſtry of 
the church; but it does not follow, that you 
are juſtified in feparating yourſelf from its 
communion z much leſs, that you are juſtified 
in perſuading me to ſeparate. The change 
of religion is in itſelf an evil of no inconfider- 
able magnitude, and ought not, in any caſe, 
to be lightly hazarded. People are apt to 
confound the outward forms of religion with 
religion itſelf; there is danger, therefore, 
that a change in the forms may give an 
- recoverable ſhock to the religious principle, 
even if it ſhould not, as is too commonly the 
caſe, be productive alſo of uncharitable ſenti- 
ments towards thoſe, from whom we ſeparate. 
How, therefore, a change from the form of 
| | religion 


doctrines, will ever be able to ſolve.” 
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relig rorf eſlabliſhed among us; x form, Which” 
has had the öppröbatfon ef many of be 
wolk learned and pious Chriſtians both of 

our dn and of foreigh' formed countries; 
how a change from this to any other form now 


ſubfifting- in the world can be Juſbified, is 42 


problem, which, I believe, no ſeparariſt in the 
kingdom, WhO acknowledges the ſame effertial 
It evidentiy appears, from what has been 
ſalc chat whoever 1 deſfrbus of Juſtifying 
hitmſelf in departing from the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gior of the! country, muſt not only be prepared 
to give ſome reaſon for his departure, but ſuck 
a reaſon, as has now been mentioned; he muſt 
be able to ſay; that the eſtabliſhed church 
requires his aſſent to ſuch ddettines, or his 
joibing in ſuch a mode of worſhip, as he 
thinks; in his conſcience; is inconfiſtent with 
the will of God. Somerhing, perhaps, may 
be faid in defence of thoſe” ſeparatiſts, who 


were born of differing parents, and brought 


up in di ning” principles, | They do not 
mae the ſchiſm, but And it; and the firengrh 


* Oy prejudices and Habits is ſo great, as 
1 3 not 
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8 not to be. eaſily overcome. But I have no 
hefitation in ſaying, that whoever, undey the 
circumſtances 1 bave referred to, ſets up or 
ſupports. a fre/>. ſeparation from the church, 
tranſgreſſes a plain and evident duty, and has 
a great fig. to > anſwer 055 AY; Aye poo 
God. 25. 7 SF 
What then ball we +7 oy of Ns who, i in 
our days, and in our neighbourhood, not only 
offend a ainſt theſe plain principles. of duty; 
who. not only. ſeparate without ſufficient, reaſon, 
but. Who, i in the mode of their: ſeparation, pro- 
ceed in direct oppoſition. to. an expreſs: com- 
mand of Seripture? I refer to the hateful and 
diſguſting. practice of female preaching, and 
the encouragement. afforded: it. St. Paul, in 
the fourteenth ebapter of his, firſt epiſtle to 5 
| Corinthians, ſays, -* 50 « Let your. women keep ſilence 
in the chureh ; for. it is not permitted unto. them. 
to ſpeak ; but. they. are commanded to.. be under 
obedience, as alſo (ſaith the, lav. And, if. they: 
Will learn any, thingy. tt them aſk ein huſbands: 
at home ; for it is a ſhame. for. momen: to ſpeak. 
in the church.“ Here we plainly: ſee, that, 
in the Judgment. of e Paul, zit was a thing 
; ER altogether 


1 IF $ = 4 . : 


altogether improper and unbecoming- for a: 

woman to. ſpeak in the public aſſemblies of 
the people, even to aſk queſtions for her own 
inſtruction. What would he have ſaid of, 
thoſe women, who preſumptuouſly take. upon: 


themſelves; the public inſtruction. of others; 
Alſo, in the ſecond chapter of his epiſtle to, 
Timothy, he again fays, / ſuffer not ia woman.. 
to ſeacb. The rule is fo. general, as to leave 
no room for exceptions... It is, then, the judg- 
ment of St. Paul, expreſſed in terms, which 
| none can miſ. inter pret, that a woman is not: 
to undertake. the office of, af preacher in the: 
| public aſſemblies. of. the people; and, while. 
we are acting in oppoſition to the judgment 


of an inſpired Apoſtle, it ſignifies nothing: 


by what - other authority we endeavour to 


juſtify ourſelves... God has: given us the holy 
Scriptures as the guide of our lif. 
knowingly. and wilfully⸗ act in oppoſition to: 


s We. mu _ at. his. ee "_. 


Re the diſregard to theſe paſſoges of 
. by alleging , others of a contrary 
. tendency. 
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and, if we- 
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one part of it, when rightly underſtood, is 


very wiſe rea 


Se» 
* 


a 


— 
— — Seen 


fubject before us, than che. words of St. Paul, . 
which I have juſt recited. It will, therefore, 


ture, which vou imagined had a diffefent 
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tendency. But, can it be fuppoſed by any it 1 
one; who duly revetences the Seripture; chat zba 


contradictory: to another? One part of Serip- 
ture may be mere obſcure than another, and 
„bs may be aligned" why the 
meaning of the prophetieal parts in particular 


ſhould! not be fully diſcloſed,” *rilP the events, 8 
to which they refer, come to paſs; but all of A 
them, being the word of that God, who capnot { 
lie, when rightly interpreted, 7 are perfeckly | 


conſiſtent with each other. It i. a Maxim 
univerfally- agreed” on, that; if any thirig is 
expreſſed obſcurely in one part: 'of Seripture, 
it is to be explained by other parts, in which 
the ſame thing is expreſſed more clearly. 
Now, nothing can be more clear on the 


at the day of judgment, be but a poor excuſe 
to allege;: for having acted in oppoſition 0 
them, that you found other paſſages in Serip. 


meaning The ee of Joel i in which: 
N WHILE Ie 5 Cub. il. v. 4 14 144 


2 1 
N 3 . : * Tk *. 
F# +. \# 7; + 2 T5 ; 


* 


that I will: pour out iy ſpirit upon all fleſh, 


men ſpall ſee viſions $i A 1d alſo upon the ſervants 
and upon the handmaids in thoſe days, will I pour 


out my ſpirit,” is, I believe, the paſſage of 
Scripture, by which female preaching is 


attempted to be defended. But, if you turn 
to the ſecond chapter of the Ads of the 


gift of the Holy Ghoſt was miraculouſly 
poured forth upon the Apoſtles, and mani 
teſted itſelf in the power of: ſpeaking divers 
languages, .in which they had never been pre- 


extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were 


which neither admits nor requires a very 


opinion of che beſt interpreters of e 


AL * Ver. 16. * 7 
1 
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it is ſaid, . And it ſhall come 10 paſs. afterward; 


and your ſons and your daughters ſhall prophecy, 
your, old men ſhall dream dreams, your young 


Apoſtles*, you will find, that, in the judgment 
of the Apoſtle St. Peter, this prophecy was 
fulfilled on the day of Pentecoſt, when the 


viouſly inſtructed. — How long, indeed, the 


continued in the church, has been matter of 
much diſpute; and perhaps it is a queſtion, 


accurate deciſion. It is, however, the univerſal 
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that thoſe gifts were to be continued no longer, 
than till Chriſtianity ſhould obtain a firm 
footing in the world, and ſhould lay the 
foundation of ſuch evidence of its truth, on 
principles of reafon and argument, as would 
render the aſſiſtance of fupernatural teſtimony 
unneceſſary; and that, in fact, they were 
totally withdrawn many ages ago. It is 
incumbent on thoſe, who allege the authority 
of Scripture for any opinions or practices, 
which the generality of well-informed Chriſ. 
tians ſeem agreed to condemn, to have good 
grounds of aſſurance, that they -underſtand 
the true ſenſe of Scripture, To this end, let 
them ſtudy the Scriptures with humility and 
_ diligence, and let them ſeek for ſuch aſſiſtance 
in the ſtudy of them, as may be moſt likely to di- 
rec them right. Let them be as religious as they 
pleaſe ; they cannot be too much ſo ; but let 
them not think of being religious by diſobey- 
ing the commands of God, Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have pointed out the method, in which 
the Goſpel is to be preached and ee. in 
the world, and it is preſumptuous in man to 
change it. Let thoſe, who attempt to offer a 
et, : facrifice 


Tux six OF SCHISM. 27 
facrifice unto God at the expence of obeying 
his commands, be afraid of the prophet's re- 
buke, „Halb the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice 9 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than ſacri> 
fice; and to hearken, than the fat of rums *.” 
Let ſelf-appointed teachers in general recol- 
lect what the ſame prophet ſaid to Saul, when, 
in his zeal that ſacrifice ſhould-not be omitted, 
he took on himſelf the office of prieſt; an 
office, which, as St. Paul ſays, © no man taketh 
unto himfelf, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron +.” © Samuel ſaid to Saul, Thou haſt 
done fooliſply thou haſt not kept the command- 
ment of the Lord thy God, which he commanded 
thee §.“ Let them alſo review the caſe of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, as related in 
the fixteenth chapter of the book of Numbers; 
and let them ſeriouſly confider whether, though 


they ſhould eſcape the particular fate of thofe 
_ unhappy men, thoſe . ſinners againſt their own 


* 4 Sam. xv. 22% 
+ Heb. v. 4. e 
8 x Sam. xiii, 13. See alſo 1 Kings xiii. 33 & 34. 
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28 R SIN OF SchISNl. 
fouls,” they are alſo entirely. ew: from the 
like guilt, 5 
1 will add, though the conſideration may 
ſeem of inferior importance, that all unlicenſed 
preaching is an offence againſt that Human 
authority, to which we all owe ſubmiſſion and 
Obedience. What good can be expected from 
a a ſervice, which originates in the breach of 2 
clear and indiſpenſable obligation ? „ Ye 
muſt needs be ſubject, ſays the Apoſtle, 
not only for ruth, but alſo foi conſcience 
Take;” not only from fear of the puniſh- 
ments, which may follow, but alfo from a 
| ſenſe: of duty; from a conviction, that, with- 
out obedience. to the laws of your country, 
- Human ſociety cannot be maintained, nor the 
ES: bag t'of God reſpecting it fulfilled. * | 
Some, I underftand, Jifogarding the de- 
| clarations of Scripture on this ſubject, plead, 
_ Ii juſtification of their diſregard, the para- 
mount authority of immediate inſpiration. As 
it is the moſt favourable interpretation of ſuch 
pretenſions to ſuppoſe, that they are the reſult 
of enthuſiaſm, it would be in vain to oppoſe 
8 N 4. gd any thikg in the ſhape of argument ; 
PR | but 
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but. at will not be without uſe to remind thoſe, 


who may. be called upon to acknowledge the 
claim to. ſuch inſpiration in their teachers, 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles. did not reſt the 
proof of their inſpiration on their own aſſertion, 


but on their power of working miracles ; and 


that, as no one in theſe days has the power of 
working miracles, ſo no one is juſtified in ſay- 
ing, that he ſpeaks by the immediate inſpira- 
tion or direction of God. Chriſt, indeed, has 


| promiſed, that he will be preſent with. his 
church always, even unto the end of the wworld.. 
This, however, does not mean, that he will ſo- 
aſſiſt thoſe, to whom he may commit the 
miniſtry of the Goſpel, as to render the exer-- 
tion of their natural faculties and the means 
of improving them unneceſſary; much leſs, 

that he will ſo aſſiſt them, as to ſuperſede his 

own diſpenſations : but that he will give ſuch 
a bleſſing to their ſincere endeavours in pro- 
moting the knowledge and inffuence of his 
religion, as ſhall not fail to make them. even 
tually ſucceſsful. 1 | 8 5 
If there are any, who, from conderainns: 
: gill leſs defenſible than thoſe I have men- 
C | tioned ;. 
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_ tioned; who, from the vanity of being liſtened! 


not be expected, that any thing 1 can urge 


to ſuch, I ſhall only obſerve, that, as they ſeek 


_ thoſley who conſider their: attendance at church as a per- 
ſonal favour conferred.on the officiating clergyman, and. 


affection towards its miniſters. I have witneſſed the 
effects, in this reſpect, of a clergyman's conduct; and 


his paſtor on ſome temporal concern, threw out, by way, 


9 e 1 you Wil! not ee me away from ano. 
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to by numbers of their on rank, or the am- 
bition of obtaining an influence over them, 
or any other worldly conſideration whatever, 
leave that form of worſhip, which, in their 
hearts, they approve and prefer, and not only 
countenance by theit attendance, but take part 
in the adminiſtration of a different one, it can- 


will have much effect ag ſbem x. With reſpect 


a prize different from that, which religion in 
any form has to, offer, if they ſucceed in their 


7 * 


y ſome it will hardly be believed, that there are 
who regulate their conformity to the-eſtabliſhment by their, 


have often ſeen the conferring of a favour returned, and 
the withholding of one reſented, on the following Sunday e. 
nay, I bave heard.of a perſon, who, in a negotiation wit 


of threat, as an argument for obtaining a better bargain, 


| pa ric — 


d. 


. 
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particular purpoſe, they * have their reward, 5 
and muſt not expect to find it in thoſe ſpiritual 
fatisfactions, thoſe joy ful retroſpections of the 


paſt, and thoſe ſtill more joyful lookings- 
forward to the future, which the religious man 
only can e 


Now, to God, Ge. | 
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